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Message from the Firesiders
Stagecoach Trails Resort caravan was a great camping experience. The Firesiders hosted with 45 rigs in 

camp and 1 first timer. We enjoyed good weather for all the activities. The wind was a little heavy at times but 
it didn’t stop us from getting out and enjoying our time at caravan. We want to thank all the Firesiders and 
others who donated door prizes for the morning raffles. We had some great door prizes including some tasty 
homemade treats by Doris Wren. We would like to also thank all the Host Tent volunteers for working in the 
Haunted Host Tent. It was decorated with lots of scary spiders and ghouls. 

Vern Tutterrow had a baby picture contest called “Who Am I” and it was a tough call on who was who. 
Some figured the pictures out quickly and others just shook their heads. Everyone had fun looking at the 
pictures after the names were revealed. Wow, some people never change! Saturday morning was perfect for 
washer toss. The campground had the ideal location for it to be held minus some shade for players. We all had 
fun tossing that morning. Also held was The Great Pumpkin’s Minion Search. It was a trivia game about The 
Great Pumpkin and Halloween. The minion was found in the “main camp oven” for those of you who tried 
to figure it out but didn’t. It was so much fun to get everyone involved in answering the questions and then 
working the clues for the answer.  Thanks to the Grey Ghost for that fun time! Craft time was held in the lodge 
and we all made beautiful Halloween theme wreaths. Lydia Grainger did a lot of work preparing the craft so 
it was very easy for us to put together at our leisure. Georgeann Lovett demonstrated how to put together a 
photo book too.

Firesiders hosted a pumpkin carving contest and costume contest on Friday night. We want to thank all 
those who participated. Linda Geneser was the winner of the costume contest and carved pumpkin. Carol 
Harter won for decorated pumpkin. We had some pretty scary costumes and some very clever ones too! 
Candy was given out to all visitors.

Later that evening some went trick or treating and enjoyed happy hour. Judging was held for most deco-
rated Rig with Bob Schmahl and Carol Harter winning that award. Winners were given Pot of Gold tickets. 

Everyone was given pumpkin bubbles when they arrived to blow at the general meeting. Most everyone 
had fun with those bubbles.

We are sad to say Paul and Ursula Grinde of the Firesiders have sold their rig but on the other side of that 
coin we are so happy to welcome the proud new owners of that rig, Phil and Maria Johnson. We will miss Paul 
and Ursula at the caravans. 

We also want to wish all those who are not feeling well a speedy recovery! You were all missed at camp.
Happy Halloween!

The Firesiders

December 2014

The Caravaner
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WE SALUTE YOU
host Tent volunteers 

For October

Bob & Di Filler

Gary & Linda Geneser

Bob & Andrea Karrow

Rich & Georgeann Lovett

Ruben & Jenny Pasillas

Claude & Carol Potts

Jim & Marilyn Ramey

Roadrunners

Bob & Carol Schmahl/Harter

Larry & Sharon Turner

Vern & Charlene Tutterrow

Robert & Joanne Wayne

Dale & Doris Wren

Bob & Loren 

DEATH VALLEY DESPERADOS 
GOING FOR #18

The Lazy Daze group known as the “Death Valley 
Desperados” is again planning to be in Death Valley 
National Park for our 18th New Years get together.  
Please consider this your personal invitation to join 
us for a safe and fun New Year’s party.

For your information the group started with four 
rigs in 1997 and has grown through the years.  We 
meet at Sunset Campground right after Christmas, 
except for those already there, and stay to ring in the 
New Year.  Anyone is welcome to come and join.  The 
only thing we ask of you is to have FUN and a relaxing 
time!  You can make your own plans or join in with 
a spur of the moment outing, hiking, 4-wheeling, 
photo shoots, exploring the valley’s wonders, playing 
games, visiting with new friends, or just sit and watch 
the sand grow.

Each night we share in a massive array of hors 
d’oeuvres that everyone brings and on one night we 
have soup potluck that would put any chef to shame 
and another night we cook hamburgers.  Also, there 
are other meals planned.  One thing for sure, you 
won’t go hungry and you won’t lack for a good time.  
New Year’s Eve is when we really bring out the food.  
Everyone brings a beverage, be it hard or soft and if 
you would like, bring a bottle of champagne to share 
New Years Eve.

To obtain an agenda of what will be happening 
please contact Frances Smith, #2206 
or Rosemary Webb, #2477.
 
Submitted by  
Frances Smith, #2206
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Mother Nature
AKA Lurlie Edgecomb — Rig #2285

 More than corn grows in Iowa. Half of the 800 species of birds in North America can be found in Iowa 
either as year round residents or just passing through. Some in the spring are continuing on to Canada or the 
Arctic. In the fall, they’ll return as they travel south to Central or South America. An interesting note is that 
the smaller birds tend to fly in flocks at night and will spend the daytime resting and eating so you do not see 
the phenomenon of night flight. This effectively keeps them out of the way of larger birds who tend to fly in 
the daytime. Migration is a serious business and Nature is doing what it can to mitigate some of the problems.

  Birding is the largest spectator sport in America. In my several visits to eastern central Iowa, I have 
spotted a number of old friends and made a few new ones. There’s a great diversity of habitat in Iowa as it is 
situated between two great rivers, the Missouri on the west and the Mississippi on the east, with lots of open 
space between. From flatlands to rolling hills, to exposed river bottoms and bluffs, and to major reservoirs 
with marshes, there are many opportunities for nesting and finding food for a new family.

  Robins, red-wing blackbirds, grackles, red-tailed hawk, and turkey vulture are familiar to many of us. 
To my delight there were many robins. And then there was a familiar sound....knock, knock, knock.... a 
woodpecker, but where? Down in the small wood by a seasonal creek and I would go looking and he/she 
would stop. So one day I went and sat on the cover for a water pump at the far end of a pond and was watching 
an eastern king bird and an eastern phoebe. As I started to move away through the grasses something flew 
past me at knee level going over the pond and back to the trees. I had not seen one in 60 years since living in 
Florida. No doubt about it! Bright red head, pure white chest, belly and rump set off by a solid black back. The 
black wings show white spots in flight. Definitely, a red-headed woodpecker was there. It nests in cavities in 
dead trees. Insects, fruits and nuts make up its diet.

  Another year round resident is the eastern blue jay. It is a bright, light blue with a white face with black 
markings and black bars on its wings and tail. Actually, there is no blue in its feathers. When the bird is in the 
shade, it looks grayish and it is hard to tell that it will look blue in out in the light. They “scream” at intruders 
in forested areas and will move its head feathers into a crest when disturbed. This attractive bird has a bad 
habit--it will eat the eggs and babies of other birds. Barn swallows transport as many as 1000 mouthfuls of 
mud to make a new nest or repair old ones. They can swoop over an acre in less than a minute catching bugs 
in flight. The dark headed eastern kingbird does “hawking” like the eastern phoebe. The kingbird’s unafraid, 
bold behavior got it the name “king”. It is a complete migrator. Male and female return together to Central or 
South America. Banding programs have enabled us to learn much about the life cycles of birds that seemingly 
disappeared and then months later reappeared.

  House wrens used the bird boxes hanging on the downstairs porch. House finches sang from many trees 
and fences. The eastern meadowlark was partial to fences away from the homes. The cardinals and American 
goldfinches were bright spots in the vegetable garden and at the feeder. The cardinals have an alternate life 
style, shall we say. He feeds the first brood while she builds a second nest and takes care of it. In Iowa, the 
northern flicker is the yellow-shafted version--it shows a golden hue beneath the wings and tail feathers.

  Down at the pond, various frogs and toads were noisily entertaining themselves. Every effort I made to 
get close enough to identify them was met with a croak, a long leap and a noisy ker-splash! Unused to people, 
they couldn’t wait to get away.  I found a few run over ones and one squished in the storm door and also a little 
brown bat was there, very dry. I found a few green tree frogs and young American toads in the grasses and 
moved them out of the path of the riding mower. Bullfrogs were definitely down at the pond as was Mama 
Mallard and 6 little ducklings. A quiet quack and all 6 mallard young were in a line behind mama.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Mother Nature 
(Continued from Page 3)
When I travel, I keep my eyes open to what 

is natural or as natural as it can be since man has 
changed much of the natural vegetation around 
us. The National Mississippi River Museum and 
Aquarium in Dubuque. Iowa, is well worth a visit. 
It does an excellent job job showing how changes in 
the river have created many habitats and who lives 
in these areas including many kinds of turtles, other 
reptiles, fish and birds.

Lurlie Edgecomb 
aka Mother Nature in Rig #2285

Ray Moon’s Summer

Ray’s crew telling big fish stories!

OH! He was telling the truth?

Goodwill Ambassador Report
Nomad, ANDY SMITH 

#2394 passed away 9/20/14.
Roadrunner, KATIE HER-

BERT #2008 passed away 
9/29/14.  Katie and Chuck 
were of the original Roadrun-
ners

Bunbuster, MILLIE JOHNSON #1062 passed away 
early in October, 2014.

Firesider, FRANCES SURBROOK #1972 is having a 
hard time recovering from her back surgery.  She got an 
infection in the surgery site and she also is suffering with 
breathing problems.

Outback, LEONA MITCHELL #2340 had hip replace-
ment surgery on 10/13/14.

Outback, PETER PETERNOUSCHEK #3022 had eye 
surgery on 10/15/14.

Mona Shaner
 MonaL@sbcglobal.net

Halloween Celebration Winners
Carved Pumpkin: Linda Geneser
Decorated Pumpkin: Carol Harder
Decorated Rig: Bob Schmahl
Costume: Linda Geneser (Beetle Juice)
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Remembering Don & Bobbie Nelson 
There are still a few of us around that remember Don & Bobbie Nelson, the clubs Wagonmaster’s from 1982 thru 1996, a 
total of 14 years. Don, with Bobbie always at his side (or behind him supporting all of his crazy ideas), lead this club to 
do amazing things, sometime very outlandish things to be sure, along with escorting the club to far off locations.  He 
loved sharing his travels with anyone who would follow along and appreciate the beauty of this country he so dearly 
loved. Those of you that are new to the club should also have the opportunity to know what your club was like in those 
early days and through Don’s writings you can envision just what it was like under his leadership. After he and Bobbie 
retired, Don made contributions to the club by writing his wonderful and informative Road Roamin’ articles. We all 
learned much from these articles which would inspire us to travel to these magical places that he and Bobbie had 
discovered. I would like to pass on to you some of the history of this very special and unique Caravan Club by sharing 
with you some of Don’s articles he had written for the Caravaner.  Look for his Road Roamin’ articles in future editions.   

Submitted By:    Rosemary Webb #2477   

The following is an article he wrote for the December 2005 Live Oak outing.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
ROAD ROAMIN’ 
  With Don & Bobbie 
 
 In the September and October Caravaners our Road Roamin’ took you to or through Montrose Colorado. This 
month’s article continues from Montrose or varies part of the September routing. 
 If you decided to travel east from Montrose I suggest you refuel in Montrose, and then turn east on US Hwy 50. 
About eight miles east of Montrose you might wish to turn left on Colo. 347. If towing, there is a place to leave your tow 
if you so desire. This road will take you to The Black Canyon of the Gunnison. There are two roads in the park and I 
suggest you drive both. 
 Returning to Hwy 50, continue twelve miles more to Cimarron. A short spur takes you to the only outlet of the 
Black Canyon. It is here that the Denver Rio Grande Railroad exited the canyon. You can pull your tow with you and you 
will be able to turn around. An interesting side trip. 
 Over the mountain you will come to Curecanti National Recreation Area (Blue Mesa Reservoir). It can be warm 
here but the usual afternoon showers often cool in down and there are good campsites along the north shore past the 
crossover bridge. If towing and time is not a factor, take the tow-car or the Motorhome to the head of the lake and drive 
Colo. 149 to Lake City. This is a very pretty trip and camping is available in Lake City. 
 Back on US 50 eastbound will take you to Sargents and the base of Monarch Pass. The road is good and on the far 
side you will come to Poncha Springs. There is a Visitors Center at the junction of US 285 and Hwy 50. Turn left on US 
285 for the entrance. If not more than two or three rigs in your group they will allow you to stay overnight away from the 
building. 
 Speaking of overnighting, I guess that’s a good thought. I’ve been most of the day putting this article together, 
that and tending the video copier. So I think that I’ll overnight here too. 
  
  HAVE A GOOD NIGHT  
   And 
   A GOOD RIDE TOMORROW 
 
P.S.  May God Bless, and have MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
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Caravan Anniversary

Dave & Christine Nordstrom - Rig #2048 — 100 Caravans

From the Editor
The deadline for articles is the Sunday follow-

ing each Caravan. Thank you for your continuing 
support in the production of the Caravaner.

David Hurley Rig #229 
2910 S. Archibald Ave., #A546 
Ontario, CA 91761 
d.churley@verizon.net

Craft Sale:
Saturday 9 - 11 am all 
items handcrafted by 
a Lazy Dazer. A great 
time to do Christmas 
shopping. If you 
would like a table let 
Rosie Reeder know. 
Tables are 10 ft. You may have all the space 
you need. Bring a cover. Let your guests 
know.

First Timers

Phillip & Maria Johnson — Fontana, CA

Sunset by Bob Filler
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Terry’s Tech Talk
Tech Talk Article 88 SureLock Digital TV Signal Meter 12/2014

Techsnoz, the “Tech Talk” website.
Check it out at: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/Techsnoz/

Terry Tanner  Rig #2779

Tech Talk Article 88 SureLock Digital TV Signal Meter 12/2014 

 Terry Tanner  Rig #2779 

It was quite easy to find the “best” free over-the-air Television reception when the 
TV signal was “analog”.  All I would do was turn the TV set “ON”, select the channel 
that I was most interested in viewing, and rotate the antenna until I got the clearest 
picture.  I would then try the other stations and just slowly rotate the antenna until I 
got the “best” picture for the channel I was interested in.  The picture would go from 
“No Signal”, to “snowy”, to clear, and then drift back to snowy as I passed the 
optimum antenna orientation position. 
 
Along came “Digital” in 2009 and the world changed.  The picture definition was 
better with digital but I either got the picture or I did not.  No “snow” anymore.  I 
would crank up the antenna, and have the “Scan” mode search for all the channels.  
The “Scan” takes several minutes.  The only channels that I could watch were the 
ones that were found by using the “Scan”. Then I made a list of the stations of 
interest to me for this antenna position.  I would rotate the antenna to a new 
position, “Scan”, and make my list.  I would repeat this process of “Rotate”, “Scan”, 
and “List” until I got the best combination of channels of interest to me. 
 
I needed something to write about so I bought the Surelock Digital TV Signal Meter 
for about $30 on sale on-line.  The link for more information is: 

http://www.kingcontrols.com/product/king-surelock/  
 
With the antenna “UP”, the amplifier 
“ON”, and the SureLock “ON”; all I do 
is rotate the antenna until I get the 
most number of green LEDs on the 
meter.  Sometimes there may be two 
or more “positions” that light up all of 
the LEDs.  The “Adjustment” knob can 
be turned so one of the LEDs goes out 
and then I can find which of the 
positions is best.  Then I do the “Scan” 
to find the channels.  I have found 
that a slight change in antenna 
position will often give me a different 
list of channels although the number 
of channels found might be about the 
same.  It is still a trial and error 
process, but the SureLock narrows 
down the number of trials. 

 
Dimensions: 3 1/2"H x 3"W x 3/4"D. 

 
 
The SureLock comes with a short section of thin coax cable, a Velcro mounting pad, 
and a 9 Volt battery.  The SureLock and the coax cable are inserted between the 
antenna and the TV.  The included instructions are clear and easy to follow.  I chose 
to insert a coax splitter and a longer length of coax cable so I could get the SureLock 
closer to the antenna rotator for convenience.  I just stuff the SureLock behind the 
TV when it is not in use rather than mount it near the TV. 
 
The SureLock saves me time and frustration so for me it is worth the purchase price.  
It is “high tech” and cool besides.  I like it. 
 
Techsnoz, the “Tech Talk” website. 
Check it out at: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/Techsnoz/ 
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October Washer Toss Winners
1st Place:  Terry Tanner 

Doris Wren

2nd Place:  Herb Johnson III 
Susan Pyle

2014 Len Philippi Memorial Washer Toss Tournament
Qualified Players

Arthur  Bill
Day Don
Filler  Bob
Fletcher  Joe
Heimstra  Tom
Johnson III  Herb
Judd  Willie
Karrow Bob
Lindsay  Kevin
McCutcheon  Don
Mercer  Allen
Nordsterom  Dave
Potts  Claude
Richards  Guy
Shaner  Byron
Smith  Bob
Spencser  Dave
Surbrook  Bill
Tanner  Terry
Tutterrow  Vern
Vorbeck  Art
Walker  Jack
Wayne  Bob
Wells  Gary
Zable  Marlin

Blain  Karen
Boschma  Betty
Caires  Zoe
Carter  Ruth
Christian  Carlynn
Day  Brenda
Eagles  Andrea
Geneser  Linda
Hurley  Carole
Johnson  Connie
Johnson  Darlene
Johnson  Jeane
Kratzer  Carol
Lindsay  Mallia
Lowe  LuAnne
McCutcheon  Verona
Mueller  Sandra
Orr  Jean
Palmer  Linda
Peonke  Diana
Peternouscheck  Eileen
Potts  Carol
Pyle  Susan
Riley  Nancy
Shaner  Mona
Smith  Frances
Spencer  Katherine
Wells  Velna
Wren  Doris 

Men Women
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Holloween Celebration in the Clubhouse
Had a lot of good costumes this year.
Photos by Bob Filler and Connie Johnson.
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Where Are We?
Terry Tanner submitted this photo! 

Answer is at the Host Tent

Our Caravaner Pictures Contest
First Place Winner: Bob Schmahl
Second Place Winner: Herb Johnson II
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Lazy Daze Caravan Events
Photos by Connie Johnson

Thank you to the Firesiders for Hosting the Stagecoach Caravan and to the many volunteers that help 
make this an enjoyable and memorable camp out.
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From Dave’s Songbook
Mountain Railroad

Life is like a mountain railroad, with an engineer that’s brave;
We must make the run successful, from the cradle to the grave;
Watch the curves, the fills, the tunnels; never falter, never quail;
Keep your hand upon the throttle, and your eye’ upon the rail.

Refrain:

Bless’d Savior, Thou wilt guide us,
Till we reach that blissful shore;
Where the angels wait to Join us
In Thy praise forevermore.

You will roll up grades of trial; you will cross the bridge of strife;
See that Christ is your Conductor on this lightning train of life;
Always mindful of obstruction, do your duty, never fail;
Keep your hand upon the throttle, and your eye upon the rail.

You will often find obstructions; look for storms, of wind and rain;
On a fill, or curve, or trestle, they will almost ditch your train;
Put your trust alone in jesus; never falter, never fail;
Keep your hand upon the throttle, and your eye upon the rail.

As you roll across the trestle, spanning Jordan’s swelling tide,
You behold the Union Depot into which your train will glide;
There you’ll meet the Superintendent, God the Father, God the Son,
With the hearty, joyous, plaudit, “Weary pilgrim, welcome home!”

M.E.Abbey


