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Kite Flying Extravaganza
Ventura Fairgrounds – September

I would like to thank all the participants in the Kite Flying Extravaganza held at the Ventura County 
Fairgrounds Caravan. It was a perfect morning for kite flying. We had approximately 29 caravaners flying 
kites!! What a turnout!! The wind was blowing just right to get those kites up and going. We had some ladybugs, 
owls, a T rex and a poisonous killer dart frog! Also flying were some very colorful designed kites. Hanging up 
there for quite a while was a beautiful butterfly, Disney cars and even a kite using caution tape as its tail. We 
had Bob Filler in the very back doing tricks with his red kite with a very long tail. Ed Widmer saved his secret 
weapon for last and brought out his Triple Threat Kite. He had three kites attached and a whole crew to help 
him get it off the ground. He was flying them all together and really putting on a show with his skill as a kite 
flyer!! Jane Farwell had a kite flying all by itself attached to her chair while she attempted to fly what looked like 
a hang gliding kite. It was her husbands and had not been out in a long time. Her goal was to get it higher than 
the light pole and she achieved that but not for long as it crashed to the ground. We even had the first timers, 
Lee and Diana Criger out flying their kites. Mal Jenkins had his kite flying high and said he hadn’t flown a kite 
in many years. I couldn’t pick just one winner out of all the fantastic kites and participants so as I said before, 
YOU ARE ALL WINNERS!!

Thanks for making this activity so successful. This will be an activity again next year so start searching for 
that high flying kite now!!! 

Connie Johnson

Welcome to Stagecoach Trails Resort
Hosted by the Firesiders

October 2014

The Caravaner
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WE SALUTE YOU
hOST TenT vOLUnTeerS

FOr SePTeMBer, 2014
A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR

HOST TENT VOLUNTEERS

Bill Arthur

Mike & Dottie Baird

Betty Boschma

Gene & Sally Caulfield

Jim & Ann Cook

Lurlie Edgecomb

Bob & Di Filler

Joe & Jane Fletcher

Al & Lydia Granger

Carol Harter

Floyd & Margaret Heideman

Tom & Jan Hiemstra

Herb & Darlene Johnson II

Herb & Connie Johnson III

Rich & Georgeann Lovett

Bob & LuAnne Lowe

Don & Verona McCutcheon

Al & Mary Moffatt

Herb & Susan Pyle

Bob Schmahl

Mike & Margaret Skinner

Laura Techentin

Larry & Sharon Turner

Jack Walker

DEATH VALLEY IS COMING 
AROUND AGAIN!

Thought it might be nice to give an 
early reminder to all caravaners about 
experiencing New Years in Death  
Valley.

This will be our eighteenth 
gathering.  If you have any 
questions, ask Frances Smith, 
#2206 or Rosemary Webb, #2477.  
You also can give us a phone call or 
email your questions.

Lee & Diana Criger — Oak View, California
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Kite Flying at Ventura
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GOODWILL AMBASSADOR REPORT 

Bun Buster, DON ROE #2094 suffered the loss of his wife. FRANCES on 5/30.
Class C Campers, LORE & JOE Hardcastle #794 have sold their motorhome. Joe’s 

health continues to decline and he was in the hospital recovering from a fall. Lore has 
been the primary caretaker and you can only imagine the stress she’s incurring. They still 
reside at 4588 Blanca Drive, Cypress CA 90630 and their home phone is still 714 827 9119. I’m sure they’d 
love to hear from anyone.

Nomad HERB CHRISTIAN #2871 is recovering from several TIA’s while celebrating their 60th anniversary 
he is currently at home after several days in the hospital.

Another Nomad, SHARON & LARRY TURNER #2932 son-in-law passed away 8/13th after a very long 
battle with cancer.

Drifter, DELORES THIMLER #1523 recently visited Ventura’s ER during our last caravan. It seems she 
came back to camp with her left arm in a sling. She had a very painful visit from the arthritis in her shoulder.

Outback, JOANNE WAYNE #2236 missed the Ventura caravan due to recent surgery.
Outback, GEORGE WATSON #2741 recently in June had skin cancer surgery.
Outbacks, JIM & RUTH CARTER #614 who recently sold their rig and moved closer to their family in 

Orange County, was sent a card from Caravan Club.
In July Renegade, CARL JENSEN #935 suffered a slight left sided stroke. It never affected his face or 

speech.
Nomad, DUDLEY VARNEY #2973 recently had a hospital stay suffering from diverticulitis.
At-Large, ROSEMARY WEBB #2477 was suffering pneumonia and then proceeded to contract a case of 

shingles.
Firesider, FRANCES SURBROOK #1972 had neck and back surgery on 8/29 and is going through rehab.
Another Firesider, DON ASHLEY #652 had Carotid artery surgery on 9/25. It was 90% clogged. His doctor 

grounded him for two weeks from driving.
Former Wagonmaster, DON NELSON #211 passed away 8/16/14.

Mona Shaner  
MonaL@sbcglobal.net
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Crafts
We will be making a tie on fabric wreath using a metal frame(found at craft stores and Walmart-cheaper)

and your leftover fabric scraps cut into 1”x6”. I have 6 18” wire frames. Call me @7607995406 or Email 
Lydgranger@earthlink.net if you need a frame or fabric. A 12-14” wreath requires 1-1/2yds cotton fabric or 6 
fat quarters or 30-40 2-1/2” cross wise strips. For 18” wreath you need 2yds cotton fabric or 8 fat quarters or 
40 2-1/2 cross strips. You may use holiday fabric for an autumn or Christmas look or just use up your scraps 
for the scrappy look! Bring a rolling cutter and cutting board if you have them.--I’ll have mine and extra fabric. 
SO EASY!

During our October outing at Stagecoach Trails, Georgeann Lovett will be giving a demonstration of how 
to design photo books on your computer and have them turn into professionally printed bound books. If 
you’re interested or just curious, you are invited. If you have a laptop, you may bring it and an extension cord 
to the demo and you can make a sample book. Whether you bring a laptop or not, Georgeann suggests that 
you download the FREE software on your computer from www.mypublisher.com to get a little familiar with 
the program. Men and women are welcome to see and get some great ideas for these books. Georgeann will 
have finished books on display.

The Great Pumpkin
Oh yes, there is a Great Pumpkin!  And, if you’re good, very good, he will leave 

some Halloween delights for you.  I know this because the Great Pumpkin visited 
me and told me how much he liked the Lazy Daze folks.  So much so, that he is going 

to leave one of his minions at the Stage Coach Campout.  Being the trickster he is, he 
said, …”you’ll need to find it.”    He left some clues for you to decipher.

The clue list will be available at the Host Tent on Thursday Morning, October 16, 
2014, at 10:00AM.  The only walking or searching involved will be a walk to pick up 

your reward from its secret location.
Submitted by,

The Grey Ghost

Pillow projects by our Lazy Dazers
Some of our caravaners enjoyed the races at Ventura
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Washer Toss

1st Place:   Byron Shaner 
Connie Johnson

2nd Place:   Marlin Zabel  
Carole Hurley
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Around the Camp
Anniversaries & Birthdays

Our Flag for the meeting?

Church of the Lazy Daze with Jack Walker

Happy Birthday to Margaret Skinner and Di Filler

Jack & Jeannette Walker — 54 years

Gary & Linda Geneser — 50 years
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Terry’s Tech Talk
Tech Talk Article 87 King Jack HDTV Antenna 10/2014

Techsnoz, the “Tech Talk” website.
Check it out at: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/Techsnoz/

Terry Tanner  Rig #2779

Camping World had an “Internet Only Special” on a King Controls “Jack” HDTV antenna that replaces the 
original crank up Batwing TV antenna on my 2001 Lazy Daze Rear Bath.  I wanted to try the antenna as I am 
interested in replacing the conventional TV antenna at my residence.  Also, I needed a project to write about.

Replacing the old Batwing is very easy, but before you start, see if there is more that 8-1/4” clearance, on 
both sides, from the crank-up mast centerline with the antenna flat on the roof.  Disconnect the coax cable at 
the old Batwing.  Remove the retainer clips on the pins at the top of the cranked up antenna struts and then 
pull the pins out to release the antenna head.  Attach the proper base unit to the new “Jack” antenna.  Attach 
the “Jack” antenna to the two struts using the retainer pins and clips removed from the Batwing.  Fill the coax 
cable end with the provided dielectric goop and make the connection.  That is all there is to the installation.

The kit includes the parts you need for the Lazy Daze install: the King Jack antenna head, the crank-up 
mounting bracket, and the Dielectric goop. The parts included in the kit for a residential install are a power 
supply (110 volt AC to 12 volt DC), a power injector, and a pole mount bracket.  The antenna is 16.5”W by 
12.5”L by 2” Deep.  The Wingard BatWing was 8” wide by 46“ long, but mounted off-center to the crank-up 
mast.  The “regular price” at Camping World is $55, but it can be found on sale or “On-line” for less.  I paid 
$38 on the Camping World Internet Only Special in September 2014.

When I cranked the antenna down for the first time this morning, I found that the little black tip shown 
in the picture above just barely touches my MaxxAir II vent cover.  Also the Coax cable fitting comes straight 
down and might crimp the cable when the antenna is flat on the roof so I will try using a 90 degree coax 
“elbow”.

Read more details about the King Jack HDTV antenna at: www.kingcontrols.com.
I upgraded my BatWing antenna with a Wingman “add on” in Techsnoz “Article42.pdf”.  The Wingman has 

worked satisfactorily, but it appears that the King “Jack” is better than the Batwing/Wingman combination in 
my limited testing.
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Mother Nature’s Report 
By Lurlie Edgecomb

Weather-wise, the Ventura County Fairgrounds in September was the place to be. While most everyone 
inland was broiling, we welcomed the coastal breezes and cool, clean air. There were few birds in camp as 
there were no bushes or trees. However, I was parked against the fence on the street side where I could 
see the ocean and get a bit of shade from small street trees. There the most commonly seen birds were the 
sorriest-looking grackles I had ever seen and a few house sparrows. In the middle of a molt, neither male 
nor female grackles resembled the shiny boat-tailed grackles that we see at Live Oak Campground, Lake 
Cachuma. There were gray gulls and larger, whiter ones; more about both later.

For the Nature Walk, we crossed the street and took the wide, level bike path to the north to the Ventura 
River where it, and we, turned inland and continued on to Main Street and then returned the same way. 
The mouth of the river is blocked by sand built up from wave action during the summer. Yearly that sand 
gets washed back to sea with winter’s rains. Meantime, a large pond has been created which was active with 
bird life. Waterfowl and a variety of other creatures were busy doing their thing because shelter and food is 
available.

A snowy egret was staring into the shallow water hoping for a fish or mollusk meal. A green heron was 
across the pond also watching and waiting. The next day a great blue heron took that post. Meantime, several 
grebes and terns dove for a treat. A black phoebe flew over us looking for an insect to nab as we checked out 
a dragonfly, possibly a green darner. We heard a killdeer with its distinctive “kill-dee, kill-dee” call. Generally, 
gulls don’t dive, but the more slender terns do. With their small bodies and sleek narrow wings, they can 
travel underwater giving up air trapped in their feathers which decreases their buoyancy and allows them 
to sink further in the water in pursuit of their prey. A tiger swallowtail butterfly was in no hurry as it flitted 
about. We saw a band-tailed pigeon perched in a tree down in the dry creekbed. With a dull, purple-gray 
head, chest and underparts, it sports a white stripe across the back of its neck which is more visible than that 
dark gray band across the tail.

The beach is narrow at the Fairgrounds until the tide goes out and gives the willets, marbled godwits, and 
sandpipers room to plunder the wet sand looking for those tasty sand crabs. The western gull is the most 
commonly found one here and in most of our state. It is considered a 4-year gull meaning it takes four years 
to get to adult plumage. As a youngster, it molts every year starting with a lot of gray feathers and ending with 
a shiny white head, chest and underparts with a solid gray from wingtip to wingtip. They have yellow bills 
with a spot and pink feet. Remember that as we saw plenty of gray gulls, but some had very dark feet and a 
red bill. Those are smaller than the western and are Heerman’s gulls.

For many species, the saying “birds of a feather flock together” is often true. There are some solitary 
types, but even they meet up for breeding and nesting safety. After the Caravan, I went a few miles further 
north and spent several days at the Rincon Parkway for more cool (85 degree) days and delicious nights. And, 
of course, for more birdwatching.

All were shorebirds here--willets, easy to identify when they fly showing broad black and white bands 
across their wings, they have silvery legs; the larger marbled godwits, with long bills that start out orange and 
turn black half way down, have black legs; both gulls mentioned before; and snowy plovers, smaller, quick 
to move, white underneath with a light gray back and a curved dark spot on both sides of their necks. They 

(continued on page 10)
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From the Editor
The deadline for articles is the Sunday following each 

Caravan. Please e-mail articles as Word documents or in 
Text format when possible. Clean hard copy prints can also 
be submitted but I don’t guarantee spelling and punctuation 
after I scan and run my OCR (optical character recognition) 
program on them.

Thank you for your 
continuing support in 
the production of the 
Caravaner.

David Hurley Rig #229 
2910 S. Archibald Ave 
Suite A #546 
Ontario, CA 91761-0916 
d.churley@verizon.net

? EMERGENCY ?
Call on CB Channel 30

CODE RED:  FIRE/GAS LEAK

CODE BLUE:  MEDICAL
PLEASE Do Not Use the CB Until

The ALL CLEAR Is Sounded 
www.lazydazecaravanclub.org

were fascinating to watch as the waves moved about 
and they didn’t get caught. Their ins and outs, up and 
down the beach reminded me of the movements of 
the people on “Dancing with the Stars”.

The snowy plover is considered endangered, 
especially in the spring, as they make a depression for 
a nest in the sand above the high water mark. That’s 
where they lay their eggs, right there in the open. 
Some communities try to keep people from walking 
across the dunes for this reason as well as trying 
to stabilize the dunes for erosion protection. The 
killdeer may do the same thing, also using pathways 
in parks or near creeks. If an area is posted, please 
be careful and stay on the path and don’t allow your 
dog to go off leash in the dunes posted or not. If you 
startle a bird and it does the broken wing routine, be 
very careful where you next step as there probably is 
a nest close by.

Mother Nature 
aka Lurlie Edgecomb #2285

Facts about the 1500s
Those with money had plates made of pewter. 

Food with high acid content caused some of the lead 
to leach onto the food, causing lead poisoning death. 
This happened most often with tomatoes, so for 
the next 400 years or so, tomatoes were considered  
poisonous.

Bread was divided according to status. Workers 
got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the 
middle, and guests got the top, or the upper crust.

Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The 
combination would sometimes knock the imbibers out 
for a couple of days. Someone walking along the road 
would take them for dead and prepare them for burial. 
They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of 
days and the family would gather around and eat and 
drink and wait and see if they would wake up. Hence 
the custom of holding a wake.


