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The Caravaner

Host Group for Silent Valley, the Drifters
September 2014

The weather at Silent Valley was perfect. 
We got the best of two worlds, in the sun it was 
a little hot, but shade trees aplenty provided 
a nice cool atmosphere with a breeze blowing 
almost nonstop. The Drifters would like to thank 
everyone that pitched in to help us at the host 
tent.

Georgeann Lovett and Jane Fletcher were in 
a baking mood. They had some very tasty treats 
for the coffee people in the morning. Georgeann 
also supplied door prizes with a variety of bakery 
goods as did Jane with a big loaf of banana bread. 
Rich Lovett donated beautiful turned wood pens. 
On Thursday morning there were only nine 
tickets out of the twenty two that did not get a prize.

In the near future, probably October at Stagecoach, we would like to have a “Who Am I?” picture contest, 
with the theme being baby or young child pictures. Please only submit photo copies and we will log them in 
and assign a number to each picture.
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Goodwill Ambassador Report

Former Bun Buster FRANCES ROE # 2094 died on 
May 30th.  If you care to send a card to her family the ad-
dress is 338 Sandy Street, El Cajon, CA 92020.

Outback GEORGE WATSON #2741 recently had skin 
cancer surgery.

Another couple of Outbacks, JIM & RUTH CARTER 
#614 recently moved in to their new home.  If you would 
care to send best wishes their way, you can use their new 
address of:  Freedom Village, 23442 El Toro Road, Apt 
W110, Lake Forest, CA 92630.

Mona Shaner  
MonaL@sbcglobal.net

host Tent volunteers
For June, 2014
A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR

HOST TENT VOLUNTEERS

Bob & Di Filler

Joe & Jane Fletcher

Carol Harter

Herb & Darlene Johnson II

Herb & Connie Johnson III

Bob & Andrea Karrow

Rich & Georgeann Lovett

Dave Nordstrom

Outbacks

Jim & Marilyn Ramey

Roadrunners

Bob Schmahl

Mike & Margaret Skinner

Larry & Sharon Turner

Vern & Charlene Tutterrow

Jack Walker

Robert & Andrea Karrow — San Diego, CA

John & Kathey Robbins — West Hills, CA
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September starts a new effort to make and collect afghans and turtle pillows for the 
2015 summer season. To repeat for the new folks, Painted Turtle is a campsite at Lake 
Hughes north of LA. This camp provides a week long session for terminally ill children 
or ones with life long disabilities. The idea was started by Paul Newman with the Hole in the Wall Gang 
in Arizona. His desire was to have a summer camp like this in every state. CA calls theirs Painted Turtle. 
Each child goes cost free and gets a chance to fish, ride horses, swim, zip line, all kinds of games/crafts and 
evening of sitting around the camp fire and singing songs with the children of their same type of illness. This 
setting does not look like any medical facility. There is a hospital, emergency equipment and doctors, but they 
camouflage to hide these medical devices. It is often found that these children actually improve their numbers 
and well being. Each camper gets to take home an afghan and turtle pillow knowing someone devoted a lot of 
time on their behalf and pleasure.

I hope to be at Stagecoach in October and Live Oak in December. If I can help you get started or provide 
a pattern just look me up and we will get you going.

If you have any small craft making materials, there is a big need for this too. (this can include wood 
working assembly and tools)

Thanks for your interest and support, Jane Farwell, aka the Collector.

Washer Toss

First Place:  Bob Karrow 
Velna Wells

Second Place:  Dave Hurley 
Sandi Bartel



Lazy Daze Caravaner4 September 2014 

Caravan Anniversaries

John & Catherine Mailliard — 100 Caravans

Thanks for giving us so much entertainment Peggy Zabel (The Pegster)

What’s missing from this rig?

And why the firemen? It doesn’t smell like smoke.
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Always a fun time together to start off the Summer Season with our Caravan friends and family.
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Terry’s Tech Talk
Tech Talk Article 86 Solar Fuse 09/2014

Techsnoz, the “Tech Talk” website.
Check it out at: http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/Techsnoz/

Terry Tanner  Rig #2779

On the May Caravan at Live Oak, I noticed that my coach battery voltage was low after a full day of 
charging in the blistering heat.  The voltage was only about 12.2 volts at sundown and normally it would be 
about 12.7 volts.  My 2001 Lazy Daze Rear Bath came from the “Mother Ship” with one 85 watt solar panel 
and I later added three more plus a 1,000 watt inverter.  Sometime before the outing I had noticed some 
very low voltages on the solar controller when it was charging and found that the solar fuse had blown so 
I replaced the fuse.  The solar controller voltages then returned to normal readings.  The blown fuse was a 
clue that I should have given more consideration.

My first thought was check out the coach golf cart batteries.  The batteries were from Costco and were 
about two years old.  Normally a battery lasts about five years or more.  I checked the voltage across both 
batteries and found it to be just over 12 volts which was very low.  I checked the outer cell on each battery 
for specific gravity and they were both at the bottom end of the scale – “Discharged”.  The connections were 
all solid and appeared to be good.

Fortunately I used a marking pen to write on the inside of the battery compartment door the proper 
connection and disconnection sequences (Disconnect Negative first – Connect Positive first) so I did not 
have to look it up or take a chance by doing it randomly.  I removed the batteries.  I suspected that maybe 
one or more cells might be shorted out.  I checked all the cells for specific gravity and found them all to be 
uniformly at the bottom end of the scale – “Discharged”.

I connected my small 6 Volt/12 Volt battery charger up to one battery at a time and let each battery 
trickle charge for a couple of days each.  The batteries seemed to be normal after they were charged so I put 
them back in the rig and connected them.

I looked again at the Solar Fuse and it was ok.  I looked at the fuse holder and it was charred when the 
fuse previously blew for unknown reasons.  I changed out the fuse holder, replacing it with an “ATO” type 
that matches the other 12 Volt fuses instead of the provided “Mini” fuse.  Of course, the wires were pulled 
tight at the “Mother Ship” making for an awkward splicing and soldering ordeal in tight confines.

Apparently the problem was the damaged connection in the fuse holder since everything seems to be 
normal after the fuse holder was replaced.
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? EMERGENCY ?
Call on CB Channel 30

CODE RED:  FIRE/GAS LEAK

CODE BLUE:  MEDICAL
PLEASE Do Not Use the CB Until

The ALL CLEAR Is Sounded 

From the Editor
The deadline for articles 

is the Sunday following each 
Caravan. Thank you for your 
continuing support in the 
production of the Caravaner.

David Hurley Rig #229 
2910 S. Archibald Ave. 
Suite A #546 
Ontario, CA 91761-7323 
d.churley@verizon.net

KITE FLYING FUN
Let’s go fly a kite
Up to the highest height
Let’s go fly a kite
and send it soaring
up through the atmosphere
up where the air is clear
Oh, let’s go fly a kite

A kite flying event will be held on Friday at our 
Ventura Fairgrounds Caravan. We want everyone to 
bring a kite and see how many kites we can get in 
the air! It can be a home made kite or a store bought. 
Bring a big one or a small one. The bigger and brighter 
the better!! 

Just come and have some laughs and a good time. 
Let’s see who can get their kite the highest!! If you 
need help others will be there to help you. Don’t be 
shy let’s go fly a kite!!

Once your kite is in the air, sit down and relax and 
enjoy the fun.

Any questions contact Connie Johnson from the 
Firesiders.

www.lazydazecaravanclub.org


